“Bill O'Reilly: 'Duck Dynasty Star was Wrong to Condemn Homosexuals’”
Tuesday, 24 Dec 2013 06:53 AM, By Drew MacKenzie
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Unlike other conservative commentators, Fox News' Bill O'Reilly is strongly criticizing "Duck Dynasty" star Phil Robertson for making homophobic comments resulting in his on-again, off-again suspension from the hit show.

On "The O'Reilly Factor," and in several other forums, O'Reilly hasn't been shy about condemning Robertson over the last week.

"Mr. Robertson, I believe, made a mistake by the condemnation line. It’s not about the Bible, or believing or not believing in the Bible," he first said on his show on Thursday.

PASTOR MIKE: O’Reilly couldn’t be more wrong. This entire incident has everything to do with the Bible and whether one believes in it or does not believe in it. The Bible is the “instruction manual”, for Christians. We live by it and make all our decisions based on its truth every day.] 
2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  17) so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Peter 1:2-3   Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

DREW MACKENZIE:  "It’s singling out a group," he continued, according to Politico. "It could be any group, and saying to that group, ‘Hey, you are not worthy in the eyes of the Lord, or in the eyes of God. You are not worthy because of who you are.' So once you get that personal, once you get down and into that kind of a realm, problems arise.”

PASTOR MIKE: They missed the point entirely here. The point is that no group and no individual is worthy in the eyes of God.
Rom. 3:23 ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Jer 17:9   The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

Ecclesiastes 7:20   For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

DREW MACKENZIE:  On his spoken and written "Talking Points Memo," O'Reilly offered a Biblical analysis of the Gospels in question.

"Robertson has a constitutional right to define his religious beliefs but is misguided by targeting specific groups of people for damnation," 
PASTOR MIKE:  O’Reilly, the news media, and anyone else who thinks that the Scriptures that Robertson paraphrased condemns people to be damned to hell for their sins have misunderstood the Scriptures.
DREW MACKENZIE:  O'Reilly said. "If you adhere to the Christian philosophy  [BD?], you know that Jesus was quite clear; all judgments about the consequences of sin are to be made by God and God alone. 
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PASTOR MIKE:  God’s judgment concerning sin very clear, the consequences of sin is death: Gen. 2:17, forbidden fruit, 
Lev. 20:13, homosexual acts, 
Num. 35:31, murder.
We must make righteous judgments and have discernment concerning the consequences of sin for ourselves, our children, and for others. 
John 7:24  "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."
Proverbs 10:13  On the lips of the discerning, wisdom is found,

Hebrews 5:13-14  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

The Word of God gives believers who know it the judgment/discernment they need to know what is right and what is wrong. We're all sinners, and because of that the Gospel of Luke 6:37 mandates  that Christian human beings refrain from judging others. Again, that is God's prerogative.
Luke 6:36-37  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  37) "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.

We are not to set ourselves up as a judge over other people. That is God’s job. But this does not mean that Christians are not allowed to make judgments about what is right and what is wrong or what the Bible condemns and what it condones. We don’t judge the person; we judge his behavior and/or his beliefs. 
It is the wisdom that comes from knowing B.D. that enables us to have discernment about what we should approve of and accept and what we should disapprove of and reject.]
Philippians 1:9-10  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,  10) so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;

DUCK DYNASTY & HOMOSEXUALITY #2  (1-5-14)        
THE DEFINING ISSUE OF OUR TIME THAT MAY DETERMINE OUR FUTURE 
IS HOMOSEXUALITY

1. If believers don’t draw the line on this issue that is so clearly condemned by the Word of God, where will they draw the line? Or maybe the question should be, “Will they ever draw the line?”

2. The forces of evil are pressing very hard on this issue.

a. The BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA started accepting openly gay youths on New Year’s Day of 2014.

b. The BSA must now deal with a range of policies dealing with tent-mates, showers, toilet facilities, and whether scouts can march in gay pride parades.

c. The traditional group showers will no doubt become a thing of the past. 

3. What could be worse than openly homosexual boys being accepted into the Boy Scouts? 

Answer: For them to be accepted with no outcry from Christians.

a. The Mormon Church has been the biggest supporter of the BSA. What did they have to say about the new development?  They commended the BSA for a “thoughtful, good-faith effort” to address a challenging issue, and said it would stay engaged in scouting.
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b. Like the Mormons, the Roman Catholic Church has generally accepted the new policy. Many parishes will continue to sponsor Scout units.

c. Bill Helfand, scoutmaster of Troop 55 in Houston, said “Membership in his troop has remained steady at about 225 boys. We never considered sexual orientation, and I don’t think many troops really did.” He also said, “I don’t know whether we had Scouts who are homosexual. I don’t inquire … It’s not a matter of concern.”

d. The Southern Baptist Convention made clear its disappointment with the new youth policy, but left the decision on whetehr to cut ties up to local churches.

4. HOUSTON'S 61ST MAYOR: ANNISE PARKER'S PUBLIC INAUGURATION    
a. Annise Parker is Houston’s first lesbian mayor and the first lesbian to be elected mayor to any major city in the nation.

b. She was just elected for her third term in office in Houston.

c. Annise and Cathy, her lesbian partner, walked hand in hand up to the podium and stood side by side as Annise put her hand on the  Bible that Cathy was holding to take an oath. 

d.  Joel Osteen, the pastor of Houston's Lakewood Church, offered the invocation, praying for guidance for the city's leadership and saying, "We honor (Mayor Parker) today and our other officials. We count it a joy and an honor to be here." 

e. Later a reporter asked her what she thought about Duck Dynasty and Phil Robertson’s remarks about homosexuality. She said, “He is a red neck wing nut and his comments are totally irrelevant.”
f. Part of her agenda is to punish, fine, or incarcerate anyone in Houston who says that 
homosexuality is a sin. She will try to take Houston the way of San Antonio on that issue where refusing to accept homosexuality is considered to be discrimination which may be prosecuted. 

5. Our president and his wife publicly advocate homosexuality and he goes around the world promoting it. 

6. Matt Drudge recently linked a story with the headline “Pope calls for fresh Church approach to children of gay parents.”

Though the Church has often been in conflict with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community over its opposition to same-sex marriage and to homosexuality, Francis has drawn praise for attempts to be inclusive.

The pope seemed to be approving of homosexuals when he said, “If a person is gay and seeks God and has goodwill, who am I to judge them?”
7. Young people today struggle with whether they are homosexuals or lesbians which was a non-issue until homosexuality became accepted by society.

DUCK DYNASTY & HOMOSEXUALITY #3  (1-12-14)        

DREW MACKENZIE:  "Now you either buy into Christianity or you don't. So Mr. Robertson's vision is flawed, according to Luke. As I said last night, this controversy is helping anti-Christian forces in the USA. 1 The secular progressive movement seizes upon stuff like this to portray Christians as cruel fanatics. 2 People only interested in imposing their point of view on the nation."
PASTOR MIKE:
1. Secular progressives are going to portray Christians as cruel fanatics any time Christians stand for truth and express B.D. 

2. Richardson was answering questions posed to him in an interview; he was not imposing his point of view on the nation. Every American has the right to express his or her opinion.
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DREW MACKENZIE:  O'Reilly pointed out that he had written a book about Jesus Christ, the best-selling "Killing Jesus." Jesus was adamantly against bad behavior that injures other people but he would not condemn a woman in his presence who was an adulteress," 
PASTOR MIKE:  It’s not exactly clear what O’Reilly meant by this statement. His point seems to be that since Jesus did not condemn the woman guilty of adultery, we should not condemn homosexuals guilty of homosexuality. 

a. The woman was used by the Pharisees to trap Jesus but it didn’t work. The man who was a party to this event was not even there.

b. All the Pharisees who accused her went away so there was no one left to condemn her. There was no legal ground to punish her.

c. Jesus did not condemn her and told her to go and sin no more. In Matt. 19:9, He said that adultery was a legitimate reason for divorce which meant that He had done away with the O.T. law of execution for adultery.
d. Christians are not to condemn homosexuals but we are required to condemn homosexuality because it is an abomination to God.]
DREW MACKENZIE:  O'Reilly said,
"And time and time the Nazarene persuaded folks that his way of living was worthy because it was so compassionate. 
PASTOR MIKE:  Christ’s way of life was not worthy because it was compassionate, it was worthy because: 
1) It was based on perfectly keeping the Mosaic Law and 
2) The Scriptures tell us that He lived a perfectly sinless life, Heb. 4:15, 2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Pet. 2:22.

Jesus was compassionate and we should be compassionate as well, but that does not mean that Jesus or we should condone something that God condemns.

Condoning homosexuality is not compassionate. Saying that homosexuality is not a sin or to say it’s just a legitimate alternative lifestyle is a lie. It makes homosexuals think they have God’s approval when they do not. It gives them a false sense of security that encourages them to continue to sin against God.
DREW MACKENZIE:  Homosexual Americans should not be demonized just like devout Christians should not be demonized [true] and people who have strong beliefs should understand the big picture. Portraying gay Americans as sinners gives license to harm them. It's insulting and demeaning."
PASTOR MIKE:  This sounds like O’Reilly is suggesting that Christians with strong beliefs about homosexuality should not call it a sin because it would be insulting and demeaning to homosexuals. 
So Christians should not condemn sin because sinners wouldn’t like it. Is he insinuating that Christians who call homosexuality a sin give criminals permission to harm homosexuals? Is he placing partial blame on Christians for the criminal acts of those who abuse homosexuals?
Do Christians who condemn pederasty give license to harm Catholic priests who prey on young boys?

DUCK DYNASTY & HOMOSEXUALITY #4  (1-19-14)        

DREW MACKENZIE:  Robertson was suspended from the show by the A&E cable channel, which airs the program, after he told GQ magazine that homosexuality was a sin and compared it to bestiality, among other things. 
                                                                                             DUCK DYN. & HOMO., pg. 5 He also paraphrased the passage in Corinthians (1 Cor. 6:9-10, Gal. 5:19-21) from the Bible comparing homosexuals to "drunkards," and "adulterers," saying "they won't inherit the kingdom of God."

PASTOR MIKE:   Was Robertson wrong to include homosexuals with other sinners such as drunkards and adulterers? The Apostle Paul did, he included homosexuals with several other sinners who will not inherit the Kingdom of God. Both Richardson, an elder in the White's Ferry Road Church of Christ, and O’Reilly assume that not inheriting the kingdom of God means “condemned to the lake of fire” which is not biblically accurate.  Read Gal. 5:19-21

DREW MACKENZIE:  Robertson was immediately put on indefinite hiatus by A&E, which declared that his personal opinions were are not reflective of the network.  

The Robertson family has since released a statement on their website suggesting the fate of the show is in jeopardy because the Duck Dynasty stars "cannot imagine" continuing without their patriarch.

O’Reilly does say, however, that he thought Robertson's attack on homosexuality was fine because he was expressing his own views. 
PASTOR MIKE:  O’Reilly, like most people, believes a Christian is attacking homosexuality when he simply expresses the biblical truth concerning it. At least here, it appears that O’Reilly recognized that Robertson was not attacking homosexuals but homosexuality.

DREW MACKENZIE:  But he erred, he added, with his "condemnation line." 
"See, that’s where I think he made his mistake," O’Reilly told his viewers and guest, conservative radio host Laura Ingraham at one point. "Right up to there, he was okay. But once he went in and said you are not going to go to heaven."

PASTOR MIKE:   Phil Robertson did NOT say that homosexuals do not go to heaven even if that is what he thought he was saying. The Scripture he paraphrased, 1 Cor. 6:9-10 does NOT say that the people who are guilty of the sins in the list it presents are not going to heaven. It said "they won't inherit the kingdom of God.  That does NOT mean “not going to go to heaven”! It means that they would not be rewarded with inheritance rights IN heaven.
DREW MACKENZIE:  O’Reilly, however, went on to criticize A&E's decision to suspend Robertson, claiming it was meant "to marginalize a Christian who has a big platform."

Ingraham also weighed in on the network's decision. "They want him to shut up. It’s the new blacklist. If you don’t submit to their world view they will try to destroy you," she said.

Added O'Reilly, "There is no doubt about that. With all due respect to him, I think Phil Robertson helped them."

PASTOR MIKE:  Phil Robertson expressed himself in a way that offended some people but it was what he said, (homosexuality is a sin), that riled people more than comparing it with other sins. Both Ingraham and O’Reilly recognized that Christians who express biblical precepts will most likely be blacklisted and attacked. 

John 15:20  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you;

Matthew 5:11  Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

                                                                                                                 DUCK DYN. & HOMO., pg. 6
DREW MACKENZIE:  O'Reilly's criticism of Robertson was surprising, given that other conservative commentators and activists have thrown their support behind him, including Rush Limbaugh, Ann Coulter, Brent Bozell and Ralph Reed. 

PASTOR MIKE:  I suspect that those mentioned who supported Robertson did so because they believe he had the right to express his beliefs, not because they agreed with what he said about homosexuality.

PASTOR MIKE’S POINTS: 
1. The real casualty of this entire Duck Dynasty episode was the gospel. The mistaken idea that committing sins send people to hell was promoted by people on both sides of the issue. 
2. This incident underscores the importance of rightly dividing the Word of Truth. If you did not receive accurate teaching regarding the gospel and this verse particularly, you would probably be among those who misinterpret it and obscure the gospel. 
3. Homosexuals who have accepted the gospel are saved and will go to heaven even if they continue their homosexual lifestyle.

4. We are required to love homosexuals unconditionally as we do everyone else.

5. We are not to judge them or be hostile to them in any way.

6. That does not mean that we must accept or condone their behavior. Nor does it mean that we associate with them socially. How can we socialize with them without condoning their behavior?
7. We are required to separate from homosexuals who insist that their behavior is not sinful and continue their deviant behavior. We are to do this in love, not in hate or anger.
DUCK DYNASTY & HOMOSEXUALITY #5  (1-26-14)        
8. 1 Corinthians 5:11   But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one.

2 Thessalonians 3:6   Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15  If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  
15) Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
1 Corinthians 5:1-2  It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife.  2) You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.  [Incest]
9. The idea that homosexuals are born that way and have no choice but to seek out their own sex for sexual relationships is false. The notion that they have no control over their behavior is false. 

a. The Bible calls homosexuality a sin and holds men and women accountable for their deviant sexual behavior. (Gen. 18:20-21, 19:4-6, Lev. 18:22, 20:13, Deut. 23:17, Rom. 1:26-27, 1 Cor. 6:9, Gal. 5:19, Titus 1:10, Jude 1:7)
b. If homosexuals are not responsible for their actions because they are born that way, then God is unjust because He commanded the Israelites to execute homosexuals (Lev. 20:13).
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c. The homosexual community and the media ignore or denies the many ex-homosexuals who now live normal lives with some living in heterosexual relationships.

One of the earliest historical records regarding the existence of ex-homosexuals is found in the Apostle Paul’s letter to Corinth. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10) nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  11) Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ

10. The majority of our population accepts homosexuality and is abhorred by those who do not. There are very few people these days who will publically denounce it. This issue is the acid test to determine whether one truly believes the Bible and is willing to live by it, or a fair weather Christian who folds under pressure like the Israelites who refused to cross the Jordan and take the promise land.
11. Once the gross immorality of homosexuality is accepted, the door is open to all manner of immorality: pederasty, incest, bisexuality, transsexuality, bigamy, polygamy, transvestitism, prostitution, statutory rape 
· Homosexuals, lesbians, transsexuals, and bisexuals are accepted in the military, in schools, in the boy scouts, in sports, in Hollywood, in prisons, in police departments, in fire departments, in business, in government offices including Congressmen and women, Governors, Mayors, judges, city councils, school boards, in churches, and behind pulpits
· Many universities and colleges allow male and female students to share the same dormitory room
· Transgender students use any restroom they please
· Girls and guys use the same restrooms in several colleges now
· “Swinger Clubs” for married couples are on the rise
· Prostitution is legal in at least one state
· Shacking up is on the rise, only about half the people even bother to get married these days, the other half cohabit.  
· Many males today have long hair and have pierced ears and wear ear rings.
· Gay Pride parades are seen all over the country
· More and more TV shows and movies have homosexual themes and scenes. 
·  “Gay clubs and bars” with “Gay comedians” are easy to find. They’re even on cruise ships.
· There are several internet homosexual and lesbian dating sites
· Personal want ads for homosexual are found in most newspapers 
· Explicit sex education classes are taught in elementary schools 
· Books like “Heather Has Two Mommies” and “Daddy Has a Roommate” are read in elementary schools
· Pornography is available to young kids on the internet. Filters used to prohibit this are a joke.
· Schools provide day care for their unwed teenage students who are mothers
.
'View' Co-Host Sherri Shepherd Denies Being Anti-Gay

Huffington Post, Jan. 16, 2014
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 PASTOR MIKE:  This is a typical Christian response
SHERRI SHEPHERD: “The View" co-host Sherri Shepherd used the "love the sinner, hate the sin" rationale to explain why she is not homophobic. 

Shepherd sat down with Fusion host Alicia Menendez Tuesday, Jan. 14, for a candid discussion about her six-year stint on the morning talk show. Menendez asked what the biggest misconception has been about her, and Shepherd said it's that she has been mistakenly deemed anti-gay because of her Christian background.
 PASTOR MIKE:  What does anti-gay mean? Does it mean to hate homosexuals? Does it mean to reject their view about sexual conduct? Homosexuals reject the Christian view about sexual conduct, why aren’t they ever accused of being anti-Christian?
SHERRI SHEPHERD: "I think people don't know my heart," she told Menendez. "I think people feel I'm very judgmental. I think people feel I'm very homophobic. If they knew me, and knew my heart ... You grow up being a Christian and you grow up believing homosexuality is a sin; you're going to hell if you're a homosexual. This is something that they teach in churches. So it's something that I grew up believing." 

"I might not agree with your lifestyle, but I love you," she continued. "You may not agree with my lifestyle, but you love me ... I don't say it's a choice. If you tell me, 'Sherri, I was born gay.' Okay. I'm not gonna argue with you, because I can't tell you how you feel and what's going on inside. I'm trying to make it into heaven by the skin of my teeth ... I don't know who I'm gonna see. So if you tell me you're born [gay], I'm not gonna argue with you. And I absolutely respect you for that. I just ask that people respect how I feel, [I] respect how you feel and we can have a great dialogue."


